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A) The Pakistani Earthquake
The New York Times

Rescuers Reach Pakistani City Destroyed by Huge Earthquake 
By SOMINI SENGUPTA MUZAFFARABAD, Pakistan, Oct. 10 – 
As if Kashmiris needed a 7.6 magnitude earthquake.
Their families divided by more than a half-century, two pitiless wars fought in their name by archrivals Pakistan and India, Kashmiris today began to cope with the stench of death. It was day three after a massive tremors rumbled under Kashmir's disputed Line of Control. 
As search and rescue teams sought survivors under the rubble, it was the dead who began to make their presence felt most powerfully here in the once-picturesque town hardest hit by Saturday's quake. To walk along the city's thoroughly destroyed commercial thoroughfare, it was necessary to cover one's nose.
The death toll was no more precise than it was the day before, hovering somewhere around 20,000 in Pakistan, the vast majority believed to be here in and around the capital of Pakistani-controlled Kashmir. Across the disputed frontier, the death toll climbed sharply over the last day to nearly 900, according to the Indian government.
In the cross-border misery came a sliver of a political breakthrough. Pakistan today accepted an offer of Indian aid to help quake survivors. Some 25 tons of tents, blankets, plastic sheets, food and medicines would be donated, said Foreign Secretary, Shyam Saran. of India. Helicopters, which India had also offered, would not, he added.  Asked about teaming up on relief duty, Mr. Saran said: "I do not see any indication yet that there could be joint operations."
Aid began trickling into Muzaffarabad today, as the roads out of the city, blocked by landslides, opened up for the first full day, and Pakistan Army convoys brought tents, blankets, sacks of rice and powdered milk. Brawls broke out in the middle of the street. It was not entirely unreasonable. Those who had survived Saturday's massive jolts were barely hanging on now. They were camping out on the bare ground, under an open sky full of mid-October rain. They said they had no water, no food. Ramadan, the Muslim month of fasting, was not exactly voluntary.
At another stadium that served as ground zero for rescue and relief operations, a group of men stood at the edges waiting, for a second day in a row, for something to shelter their families at night. "Food is a faraway thing," Raja Mohammed Arif said. "We don't have tents."

In the town center, the remnants of daily life lay in twisted incongruous piles: a sewing machine, a street lamp, a window frame, chunks of concrete. Cars, some punched right through, some missing an entire windshield, were on the road, packed tight and leaving town. The main road was chaotic.
People carried on their shoulders whatever they could salvage: sacks of rice, bedding, suitcases, their dead.
A Turkish search and rescue team called AKUT, or Arama Kurtarma, combed the streets for survivors. Not even 72 hours had passed since the quake. They were looking for a building where, they had heard earlier, someone had seen a pair of hands, still alive. The report turns out to be false. Hands, they gesture. They demand of a translator: What's the Urdu word for alive?

The Sunday Times

'A generation has been lost' By Simon Freeman, and agencies in Pakistan 

International donors rushed to ferry relief supplies to northern Pakistan today as the estimated death toll from the country's worst earthquake climbed towards 40,000.  More than two million people have been left homeless by the 7.6-magnitude earthquake, which hit Pakistani-administered Kashmir on Saturday morning and sent tremors across the region between Pakistan, India and Afghanistan.
With landslides blocking roads to many of the worst-hit areas, Pakistan’s army was flying food, water and medicine into the disaster zone. Dozens of flights carrying rescue teams and supplies arrived in Islamabad, including eight US military helicopters flown in from Afghanistan.  Washington pledged up to $50 million in relief and reconstruction aid. "The magnitude of this disaster is utterly overwhelming," said the US ambassador, Ryan Crocker. "We have under way the beginning of a very major relief effort."

And, in an important piece of political symbolism, Pakistan said it was accepting an offer of help from its great rival, India. The Indian Government will send 25 tonnes of basic supplies, including blankets, tents and mattresses, but Indian troops will not join the relief effort.

"It is a whole generation that has been lost," said Major General Shaukat Sultan, Pakistan's military spokesman."Rescuers are pulling out dead children in Muzaffarabad, but there is no-one to claim the bodies. The parents, too, are dead."  The United Nations Children’s Fund (Unicef) said that between 30,000 and 40,000 people had died. The figure is likely to rise further as rescue teams reach isolated towns and villages whose water supplies, power and road links have been wiped out.

In harrowing scenes repeated across north-western Pakistan and Pakistani-held Kashmir, parents were scrabbling at the rubble of collapsed schools with their bare hands to find their children.  In the town of Balakot, described as the quake's "ground zero", a boy aged six and girl of four were pulled out alive after surviving two days beneath the rubble of their school.

Elsewhere, hope was fading. The bodies of 20 more children were laid out on the school's basketball court, which has become a makeshift mortuary. Town officials said that 1,000 pupils remained beneath the ruins of two schools and an Islamic madrassa.
The Sun
Help them 
THE world moved swiftly yesterday to deliver relief to Kashmir, where an earthquake killed tens of thousands and made many more homeless. 
Rescue teams and medics raced to help. Charities opened reserves of money and food. 
And cash flooded in from many governments — although Britain’s opening cash offer of £100,000 was puny compared to many. 

The sheer size of the disaster — the worst in fifteen years — means help will be needed for months. 

Recently the world has reeled under a series of natural disasters. 

The tsunami, hurricanes and earthquakes have all made demands on our generosity. 

In Pakistan and India today are orphans, homeless families and injured whose future depends on us. 

Click here here Information on how to help. 

The Sun knows that its readers will not fail to help. 
The Guardian
Frantic efforts to rescue people trapped in the rubble after Saturday's earthquake in south Asia continued today as some estimates of the death toll rose above 30,000. 

British rescue teams were working as part of the international efforts in northern Pakistan, where the earthquake - which measured 7.6 on the Richter scale - and subsequent landslides left towns and villages flattened and cut off. 

The worst hit areas were in the mountainous north of Pakistan and the Pakistan-administered part of Kashmir. More than 900 people have also been killed in Indian-controlled Kashmir. 

A spokesman for Pakistan's military said an entire generation of young people had been wiped out in the worst-hit areas, AFP reported. 

Pakistan's president, General Pervez Musharraf, said the earthquake was the worst in the country's history. He appealed for urgent help, saying cargo helicopters able to reach remote areas were desperately needed. 

India and Pakistan set aside their rivalry today when Pakistan said it would accept India's offer of aid for Pakistani victims. Officials in New Delhi said they would send a large consignment of food, tents, medicine and other supplies. 

However, Pakistan earlier declined an offer of Indian helicopters to help distribute aid and has ruled out a joint rescue operation along the frontier dividing Kashmir. 

UK charities have promised a total of more than £2.9m, and the Disasters Emergency Committee - the umbrella group for Britain's leading aid organisations - was expected to launch an appeal later today. 
Home Assignment

Topic: Angela Merkel

The Guardian
Angela Merkel is set to become the new German chancellor after the country's two biggest parties today concluded a power-sharing agreement. 

The deal - which ends a three week stand-off following the September 18 election - means Gerhard Schröder will resign and Ms Merkel will become both the first woman and the first former East German to lead the Berlin government. 

But Mr Schröder's Social Democrats (SPD) extracted a heavy price from Ms Merkel for accepting her as chancellor.

The SPD comes out of the deal with eight cabinet seats - two more than the Christian Democrats (CDU) - and control of the foreign, finance, justice, labour, health, transport, environment and international development ministries. 

The CDU will take the defence, interior, agriculture, families and education portfolios. Edmund Stoiber, the leader of the CDU's Bavarian sister party, is to become the economy minister. 

Announcing the deal, Ms Merkel, who ran on a programme of economic liberalism, said both sides had agreed there was "no alternative to a reform course". She said the parties aimed to end detailed negotiations on the final shape of the government by November 12. 

Her party took the largest number of seats in the Bundestag, the German parliament, but with only four more MPs than the SPD, it could not engineer a sufficient margin to form a governing coalition with other centre-right parties.   A so-called "grand coalition" between the two parties became increasingly likely after the SPD ruled out an alliance with the Left party. Led by the former SPD leader Oskar Lafontaine, the new party had sought to capitalise on disenchantment with Mr Schröder's economic reforms. 

New York Times

Angela Merkel Followed a Political Path Less Travelled 
By MARK LANDLER
FRANKFURT, Oct. 10 - On Nov. 9, 1989, the day the Berlin Wall fell, Angela Merkel made her weekly visit to a sauna. Hours later, she caught up with thousands of East Germans, who were streaming jubilantly into the West. It was not the last time her rendezvous with German history was delayed.

On Monday, three weeks after a deadlocked election that she had once been expected to win handily, Mrs. Merkel emerged as the designated leader of Germany's next government.

To get the job, she had to make major concessions to the outgoing chancellor, Gerhard Schröder and his party. And her ascension must still be ratified in a parliamentary vote to be held next month.

Still, Mrs. Merkel, at 51, is poised to become the first female chancellor of Germany and the first eastern German to lead the reunified country.

Intertextuality –Word Game

· In Trafalgar Square, Much Ado About Statuary 

By SARAH LYALL
LONDON, Oct. 9 - The new statue was bound to make a vivid impression in Trafalgar Square, a place as redolent of past military glory as any in London. For one thing, it depicts someone who is not male, not wearing a uniform and not dead. 

But there's more. The statue, 11 feet 7 inches of snow-white Carrara marble, shows the naked, eight-and-a-half-month-pregnant figure of 40-year-old Alison Lapper, a single mother who was born with shortened legs and no arms. Ms. Lapper is a friend of the sculptor, Marc Quinn, who has said that Nelson's Column, the focal point of Trafalgar Square, is "the epitome of a phallic male moment" and that he thought "the square needed some femininity." 

But "Alison Lapper Pregnant" - juxtaposed as it is with the majestic figures of a king, two generals and the naval hero Lord Nelson - has fueled a sharp discussion here about art, the purpose of public monuments, and the appropriateness of displaying such a piece in such a singular public space. 

It was commissioned early last year by a government-appointed panel that selects a rotating series of works for the long-empty plinth at the northwest corner of the square, a Mecca for tourists and art lovers next to the National Gallery. It was installed last month and is to be replaced in 2007 by Thomas Schütte's "Hotel for the Birds."

As they stroll around Trafalgar Square, passersby look at the statue of Ms. Lapper about as readily as they ignore the one of Sir Henry Havelock, a general who helped suppress the Indian rebellion of 1857. (He is also known for distributing Bibles to his troops.) If nothing else, the work succeeds - in the same way that Damien Hirst's shark-in-a-tank piece did in the early 1990's - because it is noticed and it gets people talking.

· The Sunday Times Clinton skeletons burst out of cupboard 

unlocked by the FBI

From Tim Reid in Washington
IN THE summer of 1998, as the Monica Lewinsky scandal closed in around him, Bill Clinton was hosting an official White House dinner when he told his guests he needed to visit the bathroom. Excusing himself, he left the table. But, unknown to his guests, he walked in humiliated fury not to the bathroom, but to the White House Map Room. Waiting for him were FBI doctors and a federal prosecutor, there to take his blood sample to see of it matched the DNA on Ms Lewinsky’s now infamous semen-stained dress. 

	

	


This extraordinary episode, which remained secret until yesterday, is recounted in an explosive new book by Louis Freeh, the FBI Director during the 1990s. 

Mr Freeh was appointed by Mr Clinton in 1993, but relations between the two became poisoned. Mr Freeh writes that to distance himself from the scandals, he refused a White House pass that would have allowed him access without signing in. “I wanted all my visits to be official,” he said. 

They clashed repeatedly, including over an FBI inquiry into alleged Chinese efforts to funnel campaign donations to Democrats, an inquiry that Mr Freeh never told Mr Clinton about. Mr Clinton soon referred to the FBI chief as “F****** Freeh”, seeing him as an agent for the Republicans.

Home Assignment

Living la vida lonely? Not him
BY HUGO RIFKIND
What's Ricky Martin been up to in his four houses for five years
“I was out on the street,” says Ricky Martin, “and I was, like, fishing for men.” 

A less responsible journalist could build a career on the back of a quote like that. I’m backstage at the TV show CD:UK, and the world’s favourite Latin heart-throb is opposite me, sitting on a low make-up chair. Much as I feel I ought to have done, at no point in the past hour have I had the guts to bring up those persistent rumours about his sexuality. And then out he comes with a line like that. 
The trouble is, Martin is actually talking about religion. To be precise, he’s telling me that, although he was born a Catholic and is now something approaching a Buddhist, he spent a while as a Protestant. The line is from the Gospels. What’s more, he continues, he became a Protestant only because he “fell in love with this beautiful girl, and it was like, well if I have to go to your church to be with you, I’ll do it”. 

“You know what?” he says, as we skate around the issue, “going through life, judging what people do? That’s horrible. Sex has become such an issue. It’s just . . . life. It’s like reality. You know, it’s like fetish. For example, I love feet.” 

Feet, Ricky? 

“Sure. And people think that this is the most perverted thing. People are in the closet about it.” 

Ricky Martin and I agree that this is a terrible thing. 

He’s been away for a while but now he’s here, with me and on CD:UK, to plug his new album, Life, and the first single from it, I Don’t Care. It’s his first English-language album for five years. 

His eponymous first effort in 1999 sold 15.2 million copies, and there is a bit of your brain, even now, that knows all the words to an awful lot of Ricky Martin songs. Livin’ La Vida Loca, She Bangs — they nestle there, like the memories of a tequila binge. It’s hard to believe he’s been gone so long. 

It’s a less-kempt, slightly more stubbly and frankly happier-looking Ricky Martin I meet. He’s over in the UK with a friendly entourage of a mere five, all of whom look like slightly uglier versions of him. Now 33, he tells me that he’s taken the past three years off, hanging out in his house in Miami and making music, sporadically, in the attached studio. 

“It was so cool,” he enthuses, “to walk into a studio and you have the vibe and you start recording, and then it doesn’t work, so you go back. I’d be like, let’s go out on the road for a little while. Where do you want to go? Egypt? OK, cool, let’s go to Egypt. And we’d come back with, like, really cool instruments which we didn’t know how to play, but whatever. The album became, y’know, pretty global.” 

He’s also been spending a lot of time in India, he says, working with an orphanage in Calcutta and practising yoga with a guru. “In India I feel free,” he says. “Liberated. I went to Puri and just in Puri there’s, like, 12,000 religions. It’s awesome, man. When I’m not working, I usually travel alone with my backpack and it’s like, let’s go, you know?” 

Martin says a lot of things like this. He’s funny, charming, great company and far cleverer and less egotistical than you’d imagine somebody in his position to be. It’s just that, frequently, he seems over-keen to stress that his multiplatinum life is actually rather normal. Even discussing his research for the new album, he talks about “working with kids I met just hanging out, on the street or whatever”. 

Being who he is, though, it’s hard to imagine him hanging out on the street, or just meeting anybody. 

In his homeland of Puerto Rico he has been a superstar since childhood. Originally a child model, he became part of the boyband Menudo at the age of 12. They were massive. “Forget about private jets, We are talking private 737s,” he says. “Forget about hotel suites, we’re talking the whole floor — just for me.”
